
 

 

 

                         
 

   

Welcome to  

Immaculate Conception Parish 
 

A Catholic Community Inviting People to Follow Christ 

 

December 24, 2023 - Fourth Sunday Of Advent 

Love God Serve Others Make Disciples 

 
“The grace of God has appeared, saving all, and training us to reject Godless ways and worldly desires 

and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age, as we await the blessed hope,  
the appearance of the glory of our great God and savior Jesus Christ...” 

- Titus 2:11-13 
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Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord. 
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Mass and Sacrament Schedule 
Weekend Mass Schedule: 

 

Saturday Vigil @ 5:00 P.M. 
Sunday Mass @ 8:30 A.M. 

Sunday Mass @ 10:30 A.M.* 
(*Our 10:30 A.M. Mass is also 

livestreamed) 
 

Capacity limits have been lifted  
and reservations are no longer  
required. Masks are optional.  

 
All are welcome! 

 
 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 
 

In-Person  
Monday through Thursday @ 8:30 A.M.  

(Rosary Prayers & Chaplet of Mercy 
prayed after Weekday Masses) 

 
(Please note: Friday daily Masses &  

First Friday Mass & Adoration 
temporarily suspended as of July 8th) 

 
Online  

Wednesdays @ 8:30 A.M. (School Mass) 
(Worship with us virtually on our  

Facebook Page or Twitch) 
 
 

Confessions: 
 

Sunday mornings  
from 9:30 A.M.-10:15 A.M. 
(offered every other Sunday)  

 
 

(Special dates & times 
offered during Advent & Lent) 

 

Baptisms: 
 

2nd & 4th Sundays of  
each month @ Noon 
(except during Lent) 

 
 
 Church & Special Collections: 

 

Interested in supporting our parish, specific  
ministries and projects? 

 
Please consider giving online at Give Central: 

www.givecentral.org/location/349 
 

Offertory envelopes can also be mailed in or 
dropped off at our Parish Office. 

Scan the QR Code below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text-To-Give: Text “Sunday” to 773-915-0503 

Facebook: 
View our Masses, connect with fellow  

parishioners, and access exclusive articles and 
content. Simply search “Immaculate  

Conception Parish Chicago (Talcott)” and  
request to join our online community. 

Twitch: 
Membership-free platform where all are  
welcome to view our Masses and access  

content. 

Visit us at www.twitch.tv/icchicago  

 

: 773.775.3833 

 

: 7211 W. Talcott Avenue 
Chicago, IL. 60631 

 

: parishoffice@icchicago.org 
  

 

Parish Office Holiday Hours: 
(December 27th through January 6th) 

 
Monday-Friday:   9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
Saturday:               9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
Sunday:                            Closed  

 

 

Parish Website: 

: www.icchicago.org 
 

School Website: 

: www.iccowboys.net 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact Us  

Social Media 

Donate 



 

 

                                                            Immaculate Conception Parish                                                                  3 

 
The Christmas Season...                                                                                                      2023 

Blessings to all of you as we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent for a few hours 
and celebrate Christmas the same day. While we have a shortened season of Advent 
this year, I am just as happy to celebrate the Christmas Season. 
 
Commercially, Christmas begins on or before October 31st and promptly ends at  
11:59 P.M. on December 25th. For Catholics, however, Christmas really does begin on 
Christmas Eve and continues (for some) to the Feast of the Epiphany (January 7th) or the Baptism of the Lord  
(January 8th). Even still, it continues until the Presentation of the Lord (February 2nd). 
 
Whenever you choose to conclude the season, I hope you can celebrate the “Season” of Christmas and impress 
upon your children the difference between Advent and Christmas. The world will not teach us this—it only  
happens in a household of faith. 
 
One way of doing this—and I cannot urge it enough—do not throw out your Christmas tree right after  
Christmas Day! 
 
In truth, it saddens me to see trees lining alleyways and houses. The evergreen tree is the symbol of new life. The 
lights of the tree symbolize the Light of the World. The ornaments symbolize the blessings of God. Indeed, many 
of you have ornaments commemorating first Christmases, children’s projects, and many blessings in your own 
life. 
 
Keep them alive in your home a little while longer! 
 
Likewise, Christmas and Easter have special periods called “Octaves,” which are the 8 days of Christmas in this 
case. The Octave of Christmas is a special period from Christmas Day to the Feast of the Holy Family that has 
special prayers. Why not celebrate the Christmas season by joining us for Mass during the week? We celebrate 
the infant Christ by celebrating the crucified and risen Christ. 
 
I pray that each of you have a blessed Christmas, good health, 
and a growing faith in our Lord. I want to thank in a special way 
our staff, volunteers, decorators, and parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception who have supported our parish this past year. As we 
enter the Christmas Season, we are thankful for what God has 
done for us now, and always. We look forward to the Feasts of 
the Holy Family and of Mary, the Mother of God, on New Year’s 
Day. We know that our families, both nuclear, extended, and 
church, are important parts of our lives. We give thanks to God 
for our community and family as they are the people who form 
us to be children of God. 
 
We also give thanks for all who served others this year: for the 
poor and needy, for the migrant and alien, for the hungry, for the 
dying and the dead, for those in need of instruction, for those in 
need of spiritual nourishment, and all other needs. Thank you for 
being the hands and feet of Christ as you serve Him through 
your neighbor. 
 
God bless you all this Christmas! 
  
- Fr. Matt 
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                                  Celebrate Christmas @ IC...                                                         Support IC This Christmas... 

Our Parish Office 
will be closed in  

observance of 
Christmas: 
Monday,  

December 25th 

Tuesday,  
December 26th 

 
 

Beginning on Wednesday,  

December 27th and continuing through  
Saturday, January 6th, our Parish Office 

will be open from 9:00 A.M. until  

2:00 P.M. (with 1 exception).  
 

Our Parish Office will be closed in  
observance of New Year’s Day: 

Monday, January 1st 

     With Christmas upon us, we look back on this 
past year, grateful for the many things we have 

accomplished together as a community. We  
began new ministries, supported migrant  
families, and served many people in their  

physical and spiritual needs. 
     As we welcome this mystery of our faith, we 
also encourage you to consider a Christmas Gift 

to our Parish. Our Christmas Collection is an  
important part of our yearly operation and allows 
us to sustain our staff and ministries alike. All of 
your donations go directly into our community 

for its maintenance and improvement. 
     We appreciate your generosity and your  

commitment to our community and spiritual 
home. If you have not done so, please consider 

supporting our mission by visiting:  
givecentral.org/location/349/event/7745  

Alternatively, you can mail your gift to: 
Immaculate Conception Parish 

7211 W. Talcott Avenue 
Chicago, IL. 60631 

                           Christmas Greetings From Our School Children                                 Parish Office Holiday Hours: 

Thank You! 
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                                                             Annual Christmas Senior Band Concert 

On Thursday, December 7th, our Senior School Band performed in our  
Annual Christmas Band Concert. As always, they opened with The Star  

Spangled Banner. Feliz Navidad, The Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy, Arabian 
Dream, and Jingle Bell Rock were also featured during their performance. They entertained 

our students during the school day and later held an evening concert for family and 
friends—much to the delight of all who attended! 
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Nick Abbamonte 
Mina Acevedo 
Tom Altman 
Paul Amandes 
Amelia Aquino 
Arnold B. 
Robert Behrman 
Sonia M. B. 
Roberta Berger 
Arlene Lacey Beyna 
Grace Cabiao 
Vince Caeti 
Mary Cali 
Juanita Camacho  
Donna Chaplin 
Truman Collins 
James Covello  
Ronnie Cunningham 
Joe Day 
Paige Dicks 
Emily Divarco 
Eric Dulce 
Lilia Dulce 
Elizabeth Felix 
Patrick Fisher 
Richard Flanagan 
Brooke Foreman 

Nicholas Frank 
Patricia Furgat 
Lila Gehner 
Joan Geiger 
Gloria Hernandez 
Ofelia Hernandez 
Katie Huber 
Judy Hull 
Mary Ann Hurtig 
Kevin Jaburek 
Vivian Jester 
Wayne Kinzie, Sr. 
Donna Kirk 
Craig Kloss 
Ronald Kogol 
Lillian Kohut 
Katherine Kreuser 
Anthony LaPash 
Dawn LaVeau 
Florencia Silva Lucas 
Sean Lucas 
Nathan Maisel 
Benny Martinez 
Edwin Martinez  
Frank Martinez 
Elsa Mazzoni 
Mary McGrath 

Nikki Mendoza 
Pat Miaso 
Gerry Michalek, Jr. 
Helen Michalek 
Ledoina Monacelli 
Marta Morales 
Deacon Rick Moritz  
Veronica Murillo 
Mike Murphy  
Timothy Murray 
Brendan Nelson 
Barb Neustadt 
Phillip Nuccio 
John O’Brien 
Jackie O’Koniewski 
David Olson 
Camille Pavlis 
Elaine Pellegrinetti 
Ashton Peterson 
Leo Pfest 
Paul Posch 
Mary Potwora 
Baby Fiona Prades  
Joe Rispoli 
Pia Rizza 
Sherry Rock 
David Rodriguez 

Cindy Rupp 
Milagros C. San Juan 
Carole Skorey 
Edward Stanczyk 
Jack Stewart 
Bill Story 
Julie Szwedo 
Alma T. 
Donna Tisdale 
Beckie Tomala 
Steven P. Trifilio 
Mary Ellen Vanderman 
Louis Ward 
Miss Westhoff 
Rita Zambon 
Jerry Zschach 
Nancy Zschach 
 
*Newly Added 

 
 

For all our beloved departed  
parishioners, family & friends 

 
 
 

“Eternal rest grant unto them, Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine  

upon them.” 

U.S. Army - SSgt. John Francis Mikita, Sgt. Kevin Whalen, SSgt Martine Makita, Chris Dash, 
Pvt. Jason G. Cavanaugh, Major Christopher Walsh, Capt. Benjamin Monson, 1st Lt. Katherine D. 
Hartnett, SPC Michael J. Stone, Pvt. Charlie Cruz Pappas 
U.S. Navy - CMDR Michael Brasseur, LCDR Christopher Jenkins, PO Thomas T. Tudisco,  
Ensign Marina J. Monacelli  
U.S. Air Force - John Christopher Ocasio, Major Laurel Walsh, Major Paul H. Kolk, LT. COL. 
Michael O’Koniewski; Captain Colleen Bernal 
U.S. Marines  - PFC Sebastian L. Rivera, Jr., PFC Christopher Hughes, PFC Algene D. Porticos, 
LCpl Daniel Wieczorek, LCpl Luis A. Corea, PFC Brian Mendoza 

      Please contact our Parish Office when these service people return home safely. If you are a veteran or know a  
veteran, the Archdiocese of Chicago has a website located at vets.archchicago.org that provides information that can 

be of assistance. 

Please join our parish family in prayer …                For those who are sick: 

Lord, Hear Our Prayer... 

For those who serve our country: 

                      For our faithful departed: 



 

 

 

 
Sunday, December 24th – Fourth Sunday Of Advent (Christmas Eve) 
5:00 P.M. (Saturday) —Richard G. Zyrkowski; Mary Schwarz; William 
Joyce; and Ernesto & Andrea Leyba (on their 50th Wedding Anniversary) 
8:30 A.M.—Patrick J. Gavin 
10:30 A.M.—Charles Grayzeck; Vincenzo Porcelli; and Marie Frances 
Hagarty 
5:00 P.M.— Edward Labuz; The Boksa Family; Tony & Jean Reszotko;  
Anthony & Madeline Mazzoni; Arthur Capra (on his 5th Anniversary);  
Sandra Duchane; Stanislaw Swiderski; Manuel Mendoza; Ammal Philip 
(on his 2nd Anniversary); and Raymond & Sophia Starzynski 
Midnight— Marie Frances Hagarty; Frank & Margherita Martino; Anna & 
Nicola Chiusolo; Patricia Neely; Francis & Moira Cross; Frank & Dorothy 
Tudisco; Tom Tudisco; The Tudisco Family; The Schatz Family; and The 
People of the Parish 
 
Monday, December 25th – The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day) 
8:30 A.M. — Tom Walpole & Family; Charles Sevenoako; Pat Ralston;  
Stanislaw Swiderski; William J. Struke; Betty Wright & Family; John  
Tierney & Family; and Special Intention (In Thanksgiving of Blessings  
Received)  
10:30 A.M.—Sr. Anne Beauvais (on her 2nd Anniversary); Mr. & Mrs.  
Joseph Svoboda; Paul Kokalj; Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Oleksy; Charles 
Grayzeck; Salvatore Azzariti (Birthday Remembrance); Francis & Moira 
Cross; Fr. Eric C. Meyer, C.P.; and The People of the Parish   
 
Tuesday, December 26th - Saint Stephen, The First Martyr 
8:30 A.M. — Joseph Saccomonto; St. Stephen’s Branch #153; and Maria Kula 
(Living) 
 
Wednesday, December 27th – Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 
8:30 A.M. — Orlando Kienzle; Scott Thedford (on his 1st Anniversary);   
Bonnie Pirsoul (on her 3rd Anniversary); and Mary Ann & Peter John  
Moskal 
 
Thursday, December 28th – The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
8:30 A.M.— Walter Nowak; Mike O’Donnell (on his 4th Anniversary);  
Genevieve Saccomonto; and Allan Maryjowski 
 
Friday, December 29th - Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr (Fifth Day 
within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord) 
8:30 A.M.— Eugene McCarron 
 
Saturday, December 30th -  Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of 
the Lord 
5:00 P.M.— Fr. Alan Phillip, C.P. (Birthday Remembrance); Mary Martin; 
and Genowefa Wesolowska  
 
Sunday, December 31st – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
(New Year’s Eve) 
8:30 A.M.– Erin Adreani; Edward Dillon; Anthony Rossetti; Giuseppina 
Cira; Michael J. Gallagher & Family (Living); and Agnes Noone (Living) 
10:30 A.M.— Carmen & Irene Covello; Klemens & Sophie Fudala; Alex & 
Edelia Covello; Philip Milano; John Chaplin (Birthday Remembrance);  
Bruno & Elsy Giacomuzzi; Charles Grayzeck; Francis & Moira Cross;   
Mary Gallagher (Living); and The People of the Parish  
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Mass Intentions: 
Sunday, December 24th 

through 
Sunday, December 31st 

   December 24th through December 29th 

 
Our Blessed Mother Votive is burning this 

week for the prayer intention of 
 
 

 
 

Brooke 
Foreman 

(Daughter of Jennifer (Zyks) & Jeremy  
Foreman) 

 
 

Requested By: Ray & Jan Ehrlich 

       December 24th through December 29th 
 

Our St. Joseph Votive is burning  
this week for the repose of the soul of 

 

 
 

Orlando 
Kienzle 

 
 
 
 

Requested By: The Kienzle Family 

     December 24th through December 30th 

 
Our Sanctuary Lamp is burning this week 

for the repose of the soul of   
 
 
 
 

William J. 
Struke 

 
 
 

Requested By: The Struke Family 

Pope Tweet of the Week... 
 

“Love makes us happy not only in 
heaven but also here on earth. If 
we want to be truly happy, then 

let us learn to transform  
everything into love, offering to 
others our work and our time, 
speaking kindly words and doing good deeds.  

We can all do it!“ 
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                                  Christmas Greeting From Cardinal Cupich                                                      Parish Bequests 

Next Weekend @ IC: Celebrate The Holy Family & Mary, Mother of God  

Fifth Day within the Octave of the  
Nativity of the Lord 

Friday, December 29th  
8:30 A.M. Mass  

with Fr. Matt presiding 
 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Saturday, December 30th  

5:00 P.M. Mass 
with Fr. Robert Fedek presiding 

(New Year’s Eve) 
Sunday, December 31st 

8:30 A.M. Mass  
with Fr. Robert Fedek presiding 

10:30 A.M. Mass 
with Fr. Matt presiding 

The Solemnity of Mary,  
The Holy Mother of God  

(New Year’s Day) 
 

Monday, January 1st 
10:00 A.M. Mass  

with Fr. Matt presiding 

During this most holy season,  
rejoice in the birth of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. As stewards 
of our faith, please continue His 

good work on earth by  
considering a gift through your 

will or a planned gift in support of 
our Church. A bequest can be 
made to our parish using the  

following language: 
 

“I give [insert specific dollar amount, 
or percentage of net or residuary] to 
The Catholic Bishop of Chicago, 

Tax ID #36-2170826, a corporation 
sole located in Chicago, Illinois, to 

be used for the benefit of  
Immaculate Conception Parish 

located in Chicago, Illinois.  
However, if Immaculate  

Conception Parish ceases to exist 
in its current form, then to the new 

parish or parishes erected in its 
stead.” 

 
Please consult an attorney and 
financial advisor when drafting 

your will or trust. For more  
information, please visit  

giving.archchicago.org/bequest or 
contact Vince Kennedy at 

773.775.3833 EXT. 106 or via email 
at vkennedy@archchicago.org  
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 Saturday 
5:00 P.M. Mass 

 

Sunday 
8:30 A.M. Mass 

 

Sunday 
10:30 A.M. Mass 

 

Presiders Fr. Robert Fedek Fr. Robert Fedek Fr. Matthew Heinrich 

Lectors N. Kremer J. Semmler N. Schroeder 

Cantors E. Doyle  Vocal Quartet Vocal Quartet 

Extraordinary  

Ministers 

E. Kinzie M. Dosek; A. Schnitzlein; 

D. Zamirowski; C. Mulligan 

K. Sampey; C. Kech; 

R. Siciliano; J. Campbell 

Altar Servers S. Eaglin; N. Eaglin; 

E. Serb 

J. Galeno; E. Hyland; 

A. McMahon 

C. Beach; J. Nelson; 

L. Love 

Frank Caputo & Nicole Jaconetty 
and their daughter Aoife 

 
Cynthia Kotlicky 

 Ministry Schedules: Saturday, December 30th & Sunday, December 31st 

Welcome to all visitors and guests!  
Interested in joining our IC Parish family? 

Register @ icchicago.org 

                                                                                                                              A Christmas Prayer...       

Today marks the end of the Advent season and the beginning of 
the Christmas season. We have lighted four candles these past 

four weeks and asked God to help us be present to our  
neighbors and friends. Now in the Christmas season, we are 

called to be Christ in the flesh to our world. 
Let us pray... 

God, You became human through the obedience 
of a simple young woman named Mary. 

Mary is our model of faith. 
May we be faithful to Your word as Mary was. 

Give us the courage to face each day 
with the yes that Mary gave to You. 

We ask this through the incarnate God, 
who comes to us again during this Christmas season. Amen. 
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Your Gifts to God and Parish...   
     If you plan to move from our parish, please  
notify our Parish Office at least three months prior 
to your change of address.  Also, if you will be 
away from home for more than 3 months, please 
contact us so that your envelopes can be stopped 
during that time period.   
 
     If you have transitioned to electronic giving and 
still receive offertory envelopes, please contact our 
Parish Office so that we can discontinue your  
receiving of envelopes. 

Our Parish Staff:                                                                            
Fr. Matthew Heinrich, Pastor                                                          
Fr. Robert Fedek, Weekend Assistant 
Deacon Rick & Carol Moritz                                                        
Deacon Ronald & Connie Gronek                                                                                         
Vincent Kennedy, Director of Operations                                          

Scott Will, Director of Worship                                                             

Melissa Anna, Office Administration & Communications/                
Bulletin Editor                                                                                    
Elizabeth Doyle, Assistant Director of Music 
Marilyn Sadowski, Receptionist                                                         

Bernadette Anna, Parish Sacristan 

Michael La Haye, Head of Maintenance                                             
 

 
Our School Staff: 
Sue Canzoneri, Principal                                                                     

Tina Fitzgerald, Assistant Principal                                                   

Julie Szwedo, Religious Education Coordinator                                 

Lisa Kessler, School Accountant                                                          

Mary Haley, School Secretary                                                               

 

canzoneri@iccowboys.net 
fitzgerald@iccowboys.net 
szwedo@iccowboys.net 
kessler@iccowboys.net 
haley@iccowboys.net 

*:  

fr.matt@icchicago.org  
  
rmoritz@icchicago.org 
jmjdeacon@aol.com 
vkennedy@icchicago.org 

swill@icchicago.org 

m.anna@icchicago.org 

parishbulletin@icchicago.org 

 
parishoffice@icchicago.org 

What’s Happening @ IC… 
 
Monday, December 25th – The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day) 
Parish Office Closed 
8:30 A.M.– Mass; CH 
10:30 A.M.—Mass; CH 
 
Tuesday, December 26th— 
Parish Office Closed 
 
Wednesday, December 27th— 
Parish Office Holiday Hours Begin: 9:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. 
 
Friday, December 29th—  
8:30 A.M.—Mass; CH 
8:15 P.M.—Men’s Basketball; PC 
 
Saturday, December 30th— 
5:00 P.M.—Mass; CH 
 
Sunday, December 31st— The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
8:30 A.M.—Mass; CH 

10:30 A.M.—Mass; CH 

Stay Connected @ IC:  
Subscribe to our bimonthly email  
newsletter (featuring updates on  
parish events & projects, school  

activities, community highlights & service opportunities):  
icchicago.org/register/constantcontact.cfm 

 
Parish Registration:  Please contact our Parish  
Office at 773.775.3833 or visit our parish website at 
www.icchicago.org to join our parish family. 

 
 

Bulletin Deadline: The deadline for all bulletin  
submissions is Friday – 8 days prior to the Sunday 
it will appear.  

 

Bulletin submissions are accepted via email at: 
parishbulletin@icchicago.org 
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            Question: Why do Catholics light candles in church? 
 
Answer: Candles have been a part of the Church’s worship from the  
earliest times. In the days before electricity, candles and oil lamps were 
the ways that people lighted buildings. Even today, we often still  
depend on candles during power outages, relying on their flickering 
flames to bring light into the dark. 
     Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special occasions. Think 
about a festive family meal or a romantic dinner for two — there will 
often be candles on the table, special objects for a special event. We light 
candles on birthday cakes and carry them in processions. We also place 
candles at makeshift memorials that appear when there has been an accident or act of violence. In these moments, 
their light casts aside a different kind of darkness — the darkness of grief, fear, and death. 
     The custom of the early Christians lighting candles and lamps at the tombs of the martyrs gave way to the practice 
of having candles at Mass, honoring the sacredness of the celebration. 
     As Christians decorated their worship spaces with statues and icons, they would burn candles in front of sacred 
images and the relics of the saints, basically “shining a light” on what they held to be sacred. When pilgrims would 
visit these shrines, they would often bring candles to light before the image or relic. These candles came to be a  
symbol of the person, and their prayer, and the burning of these candles came to be understood as an extension and  
continuation of the prayer that was offered. What began as a practical way to provide light has come to be a symbol 
of the hopes, desires, loves, losses, fears, and faith of everyday Christians offering their prayers to God and his saints. 
©LPi  

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained: Lighting Candles 



 

 


